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Background: The prototype for the cardiovascular imager has evolved to necessitate some degree of competency in Multimodality Imaging 
(MMI) - defined as expertise in at least two of the four modalities (nuclear cardiology, echocardiography, cardiovascular computed tomography 
(CCT) and magnetic resonance (CMR). Uncertainty exists about whether this paradigm will lead to more appropriate use of imaging technologies or 
a dilution of proficiency. The objective of this study was to produce a demographic description of board-certified, early adopters of multimodality 
cardiovascular imaging as an initial step towards understanding the concept’s potential impact.
Methods: Information detailing the current totals of board-certified practitioners in MMI (those who have passed the National Board of 
Echocardiography, Certification Board of Nuclear Cardiology, Certification Board of CCT or a combination - there is currently no exam for CMR) was 
collected in the winter of 2010 and organized into groups of diplomates in one, two and three modalities. A randomized stratified sample of names 
was obtained to identify a representative 5% of each group (n=309, n=77 and n=12). Those names were cross referenced online with information 
from state medical boards, faculty rosters of academic medical centers and the physician tracking websites Healthgrades and Vitals.com. Data from 
the three groups was compared using Chi Square test to assess for significance.
Results: There are a total of 1590 board-certified MMI practitioners (two modalities=1534, three=245) and 7032 single modality imagers in the 
United States. Of those sampled, 97.4% are cardiologists, 44.5% are at academic medical centers and mean time from medical school graduation 
was 19.9 years. There were no significant differences between these variables when comparing those certified in one, two and three modality imaging 
(p=0.18, p=0.17 and p=0.30, respectively).
Conclusion: Specialists in MMI share similar demographics with practitioners of the more traditional, single-modality cardiovascular imaging 
model, despite the fact that training in multiple modalities is a relatively recent phenomenon.
